
Wrestling with the Sovereignty of God & the Freedom of Relationship 

Romans Chapters 11:11-32 Part I 
 

 

This next large section covers from chapter 11:11 to verse 32 

Kicked off by the second of the two questions Paul asks 

Remember Paul’s first question that we looked at last week 

• Romans 11:1 

Has God forsaken His people? 

Meaning, can any ethnic Jews be saved? 

And his second question in chapter 11 

• Romans 11:11 

Granted that ethnic Israel has stumbled…is this permanent? 

Of course not will be his answer 

He answers this question in 3 separate stages, each one building on the one before it 

And these answers are all built on what he has established of course already 

 

1. Verses 11b-16 - What happened to ethnic Israel has been for the good of the 

Gentiles…i.e. fulfilling Genesis 12…so you know it will in the end be good for ethic 

Israel 

 Israel will become jealous and be pushed to believe thru it 

2. Verses 17-24 - Unbelieving Jews are like branches that have been broken off an olive tree 

while Gentiles are wild shoots that have been grafted on 

 How much more can God graft the natural branches back on if they believe 

 Main point on this one is to make sure the Gentiles don’t get arrogant 

3. Verses 25-32 - The mystery of the Jews and gentiles is finally clear…Israel’s 

“hardening” and the Gentiles “coming in” is actually God’s means of saving Israel 

 

There, now that we have cheated and looked at the end of the novel, let’s follow the argument to 

see the details of Paul’s answer 

Answer Number 1 – verses 11b-16 

• Romans 11:11-12 

Where have we seen this “stumbling” language before? What was it? 

In chapter 9:32-33…stumbling over Torah and ultimately Messiah 

Also, remember chapter 10:19? 

• Romans 10:19 

When Israel stumbled over the stumbling stone of Messiah, it wasn’t just an accident that it 

happened at the same time as Gentiles coming to faith 

It was actually the MEANS by which it happened 

Israel’s hardening (when God pauses judgment) relates directly to the Gentiles salvation 

It is much the same as Pharaoh’s hardening (God pausing judgment) relates to the Exodus 

They are causal and God WORKED it out that way 

But in 10:19 and the quote of Deut. 32:21 it is negative…here it turned into a positive 

 

Then Paul makes this statement, “their full inclusion” 



This is the first time Paul seems to suggest that ethic Jews might increase in number as children 

of promise, of faith 

Up until now, throughout the WHOLE STORY they have been paired down to a remnant 

Now it sounds like something more might happen 

Paul doesn’t use this Greek word for “fullness” very often 

He does though in chapter 11:25 

• Romans 11:25 

“fullness of the Gentiles” 

Does this mean every single Gentile will believe at one point? 

No, but rather the total number of Gentiles who believe the Gospel of Jesus 

Paul knows tons of Gentiles do not believe 

He also knows tons of Gentiles will more than likely continue to not believe and never will 

The “fullness’ is those that eventually will…the TOTAL covenant family that believes 

So going back to our verse, there is absolutely no reason to believe every single Jew will believe 

either 

The complete number of Jews that eventually come to faith in Jesus 

And probably many more than believe at the present time 

 

On a cool side note…you can read allusions to Romans 5 here 

There Paul says that thru one man, Adam, sin abounded to ALL 

And now Israel has thru Torah reenacted this sin on a grand scale, recapitulating Adam’s sin 

But where the sin of Adam brought death to the world, the sin of Israel is bringing salvation to 

the world 

Again, God’s righteousness to be loyal and enact justice through His Sovereignty 

How much more then will Israel receive those riches back when they believe 

 

• Romans 11:13-16 

And now we have a warning to the Gentiles about being arrogant 

Paul does not want the Gentiles to think the Jews are past saving 

• Romans 11:13-14 

You can see why Paul was beaten in the Synagogues can’t you 

There will ALWAYS be some of Abraham’s physical descendants included in the true seed of 

Abraham 

• Romans 11:15 

Again remember chapter 5 

Israel is recapitulating Jesus 

Thru One man, Messiah’s, death He gains reconciliation for the whole world 

Now, His kinsfolk are cast away and much of the world receives salvation 

Ethnic Israel has acted out the death of the Messiah in many ways 

• Romans 11:30b 

Of course Israel isn’t really dying for the world like Jesus did, but the image is there 

The hardening has come creating breathing space so the Gentiles can come in 

This in turn makes the Jews jealous so that some may believe as well 

Paul is saying to the Gentiles in Rome…when they come back it will be like a little Easter all 

over again 

Celebrate it! 



• Romans 11:16 

POINT = The whole is sanctified by the part 

2 images here 

a) Sacrificial system of the Feast of Weeks (Num. 15:20) 

b) Olive Tree 

Who is the “whole lump in these illustrations? 

Ethnic Israel – the same one that is not yet believing in Messiah 

The first fruits are probably the remnant that Paul has been speaking of 

And by “holy”, I don’t think he means saved because that hasn’t been his main point 

Really “by their relationship” 

Like in I Cor. 7:14 – non-Christian partner and children 

POINT – Gentile Christians need to treat all Jews as holy by extension of the believing remnant 

 

Overall Point to Answer 1 

God still wants to save more ethnic Jews 

And the Gentiles are warned not to miss this  
 


